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ELECTION 2026

WALTER REUTHER
UAW President, 1946–1970

“There’s a direct relationship between the ballot box and 
the breadbox, and what the union fights for and wins at the 
bargaining table can be taken away in the legislative halls.”

VOTE NOVEMBER 3
INDIANA VOTERS

EARLY VOTING

Through noon
Monday, November 2

ELECTION DAY

Tuesday, November 3
Polls open 6 a.m.–6 p.m.

UAW CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE 41, SECTION 3
“It shall be the duty of each member to participate in all local, state, 
provincial and federal elections through registration and balloting.”

Find UAW-endorsed candidates in your state:

uawpower.org

Photo: Detroit Free Press Archives & Wayne State University, via National Park Service
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LITTLE BLACK
DRESS
Thank you to our Local for sponsoring Little Black Dress, 
a major fundraiser and awareness night supporting the 
local domestic violence shelter!

COMMUNITY SERVICE
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Little Black Dress raises funds and aware-
ness for FSA’s Domestic Violence Shelter.

Dressed up for a great cause.

Thank you to our Local for the 
sponsorship for the Little Black Dress 
event. This event is a major fundraiser 
and awareness night supporting the 
local domestic violence shelter!

Little Black Dress is the annual 
fundraiser for the Domestic Violence 
Shelter run by Family Service 
Association (FSA) of Howard County, 
which offers a range of programs aimed 
at building strong families.

FSA’s domestic violence programs 
include a 45-day crisis shelter, a Rapid 
Re-Housing program, weekly support 
groups, one-on-one case management, 
and dating violence prevention lessons 
for teens in local schools.

NEED HELP?

Trained crisis advocates are available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

24-Hour Crisis Hotline: 
(765) 868-3154 
Toll Free: 1 (800) 725-8177

WANT TO HELP?

Donate or volunteer through fsahc.org, 
or call FSA at 765.457.9313.
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TRICK OR TREAT
ALLEY

A fun night and a great opportunity for our Local to con-
nect with and support our community.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
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Scenes from the Local 1166 booth: balloon creations, glow-stick fun after dark, and our mad scientists handing out treats.
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Thank you to our Local for 
sponsoring Trick or Treat Alley! 
It was a fun event and a great 

opportunity for our Local to connect 
with and support our community.

Thank you to everyone who donated 
cash or candy to help make the event 
a success! And to all the volunteers 
who came out and helped with the 
event the night of. Also a thank you to 
Wildcat Plumbing for sponsoring the 
cost of our balloon arch display!

The UAW Local 1166 booth — 
Stronger Together!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR WINNERS!
$50 Gift Card Winners
Katie Garmon
Jennifer McGregor
Sandy Hunt

Oil Change Gift Certificate 
Winner
Shannon Smith

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 
DONATED CASH OR CANDY, AND 
TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO 
CAME OUT THE NIGHT OF THE 
EVENT!

Balloon crea-
tions in the 
making.

Costumed trick-
or-treaters filled 
the street.

Smiles all 
around at the 
Local’s booth.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

BUDDY
BAGS
288 kids in Howard County 
go home with a Buddy Bag 
of food for the weekend.

Some of our Community Service Committee teamed up 
with United Way of Howard and Tipton Counties to prep 
Buddy Bags for 5 schools in Howard County! These Buddy 

Bags are distributed to 288 children in our area!

The Buddy Bag Program, run by United Way of Howard and 
Tipton Counties, provides more than 300 Buddy Bags a week 
to local schools so that no student goes home hungry on the 
weekend. Each week, volunteers pack and deliver the bags.

WANT TO HELP?

If you would like to volunteer with our committee 
for the Buddy Bag program, please reach out — there 
are still open slots for November! Donations to the 
program can also be made through United Way at 
howardandtiptonunitedway.org/buddy-bags.
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Our Buddy Bag volunteers in front of the Buddy Bag Brigade trailer.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

SIP AND
PAINT
Thanks to everyone who came out and supported our 
breast cancer fundraiser!
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Thanks to everyone that came out and supported us with 
our breast cancer fundraiser, Sip and Paint! We had lots of 
fun doing it, and everyone did some nice paintings.

Over two days, painters gathered with snacks and 
drinks to create pink-ribbon artwork — pink pumpkins, 
hearts and high heels — all in support of breast cancer 
awareness.

Proud painters show off their finished pieces.

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE SEEKING NEW MEMBERS!
The Women’s Committee is looking for new members and 
fresh ideas! All members are welcome to join, including 
men. We encourage anyone interested in getting involved to 
participate. If there is enough interest, meeting times may 
be adjusted to better accommodate members’ schedules.
For more information or to express your interest, please 
contact Rochelle Swygert, Women’s Committee Chair.
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CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS,
TRISH!
Region 2B Women’s Advisory Council 2026 Progressive 
Leadership Award

I would like to congratulate Trish 
Williamson on winning the Region 2B 
Women’s Advisory Council Progressive 
Leadership award.

Patricia “Trish” Williamson was 
recognized on October 10, 2026, “in 
appreciation for your outstanding 
dedication, commitment & support 
to the UAW, Region, Local & 
Community.”
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Trish celebrates her Progressive Leadership Award.



20  |

COMMUNITY SERVICE

REGION 2B
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Our Community Service Committee joined brothers and sisters in 
Maumee, Ohio, to share ideas and put them into action.

Members of the Region 2B Community Service Committee at the Fall Advisory Council in Maumee, Ohio.

By Alisha Grimes, Community Service 
Committee Chair

Copper Hoosier and I had the 
opportunity to attend the UAW 
Region 2B Community Service 

Committee Fall Advisory Council in 
Maumee, Ohio, this past week, and it 
was an incredible experience!

The meeting brought our brothers 
and sisters together to share ideas, 
collaborate, and explore meaningful 
ways to give back to our Region 
2B communities. Together, we put 
those ideas into action and made a 
difference!

During our spring meeting, our class 
created a list of nonperishable food 
items for each member to bring to 
the fall council, along with a $20 cash 
donation, to begin stocking a food 
pantry at our Region 2B Headquarters. 
However, during our breakout session, 
we learned that our brothers and 
sisters of UAW Local 2192, who work for 
Lorain County Job and Family Services, 
have been on strike since February 18, 
2026. With that in mind, we decided 
our donations could make a more 
immediate impact by supporting those 
who needed them most. Instead of 
going to the pantry, our food donations 

were loaded up and sent directly to 
Lorain County to support our brothers 
and sisters on the picket line.

In addition to the food donations, 
our class collected $330 in cash 
contributions. A group of members 
went out and purchased essential 
supplies, including toilet paper, laundry 
detergent, Ziploc bags, baby wipes, 
toothpaste, and other necessities to 
send to Lorain County as well.

We also organized a state-themed 
raffle basket fundraiser! Members from 
Indiana brought items made in our 
home state, while our Ohio classmates 
contributed products made in Ohio. 
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Left to right: sorting the food pantry items, a council session, and members packing up donations.

$330
collected in cash to buy supplies 
for striking UAW Local 2192 
members $1,800

raised by state-themed 
raffle baskets for a future 
Day of Service in Fort 
Wayne

Raffle basket winners!

Our Indiana cooler for the raffle and two 
3D-printed mini bars, made by members of our 
Local.

Together, we created raffle baskets 
representing each state and raised an 
impressive $1,800! These funds will 
support a future Day of Service in the 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, area during our 
next council meeting in April.

Copper and I were also proud to bring 
items made by members of our own 
plant to contribute to the fundraiser. 
A special thank-you to Matt and 
Jennifer McGregor for making two 
3D-printed mini bars and to Emily 
Mentis for making the delicious 
caramel chocolates, which happen 
to be one of Copper’s favorites! We 
appreciate everyone who took the 
time to contribute and help make 
this a success!

We are incredibly thankful to 
UAW Local 1166 for giving us the 
opportunity to attend this advisory 
council. It was inspiring to see our 
brothers and sisters come together to 
share ideas, support one another, and 
make a meaningful difference in our 
Region 2B community.

This is what the UAW is all 
about: solidarity, service, and 
standing together to support 
one another.

In Solidarity, 
Alisha Grimes 
Community Service Committee 
Chair

Council members gather with the donations they collected.
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Drawing will be Nov 20 @ 2:00 pm

Ticket Sales

RaffleTH
ANKSGIVING

NOV
09

NOV
20

PRIZES

ENTRY FEE : $1 PER TICKET

Drawing will be Nov 20 @ 2:00 pm

1st shift: Wendy Browning or Alish Grimes
2nd shift: Cheryl Pelfrey or Jamie Rodriguez

3rd: shift Copper Hooiser

RECREATION COMMITTEE

$25 GIFT CARDS
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WE CARE TREE FUNDRAISER

GRINCH
HOLIDAY
SHIRTS
Is this jolly enough?

F R O N T

B A C K

Black tee with the UAW Local 1166 logo and a green Santa hat on the 
front, and the Grinch in coveralls on the back.

Union screen-printed  ·  Sizes S–4XL

S–XL

$30
2X

$32
3X

$34
4X

$36
Proceeds support gift donations for local teens and decorating the We Care Tree at Markland Mall.

ORDER BY NOV. 23
Payment is required to place your order. Wave 2 shirts will be delivered before Christmas.
Pay by Venmo @Alisha-Kennedy-14, or cash to Alisha Grimes or any Community Service Committee member.

uawlocal1166.com/we-care-tree
S C A N  T O  O R D E R
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Retiree Contact Directory
UAW Local 1166 Retiree Resources

GENERAL CONTACTS

Benefits Connect 888-409-3300
fcabenefits.ehr.com — Pension questions, direct deposit, tax status, lost
checks, marriage, divorce, death, address, beneficiaries.

FCA Green Slips 800-756-2886

UAW Legal Services 800-482-7700

Medicare 800-633-4227

MetLife 800-638-6420
Optional Life & Dependent Life

Social Security Administration 800-772-1213

Social Security Office Kokomo 866-365-3036

RETIREE HEALTH CARE

Retiree Health Care Connect 866-637-7555
uawtrust.org — Health insurance eligibility, address updates, status
changes (marriage, divorce, death, etc.)

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 877-832-2829
bcbsm.com

Blue Cross ECP PPO Non-Medicare
866-507-2850

BCBS PPO Medicare Advantage (MA)
888-322-5616

United Medicare Advantage 844-320-5021

Delta Dental 800-524-0149
deltadentalmi.com

Davis Vision 888-234-5164
davisvision.com

TruHearing 844-394-5420
Hearing Aids

Optum RX 855-409-0219
Mail Order Prescriptions

UAW Trust HRA Benefit (WEX) 844-440-4300

UAW Trust (OTC) 888-628-2770
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Mark Your Calendar First Monday of every month · 5:00 PM · Local 1166 Hall

NOVEMBER

2

Monday
5:00 PM

DECEMBER

7

Christmas Dinner
Monday, 5:00 PM

JANUARY 2027

4

Monday
5:00 PM

Bring a covered dish to share. You'll hear straight from our Local President and Benefits
Rep, and we might even play Bingo!

What’s New for 2027 Not Kaiser  = does not apply to Kaiser plans

✓

No increase to drug copays
✓

Dental annual maximum raised to $2,000
per member

✓

Trust HRA annual allowance raised to $1,500
✓

Dental implant coverage raised to a $4,000
lifetime maximum

✓

$500 Medicare Part B out-of-pocket max
eliminated for MA PPO plans

✓

Chiropractic visits raised to at least 48 per
year Not Kaiser

✓

New vision carrier for 2027
✓

TruHearing added to eligible HMO plans
Not Kaiser

Reminder: Have you filed your WEX forms? Filing gets your whole refund in one payment.
Questions? Call Benefits Rep. Mindy Sisneros ☎ 765-454-1761

$3

Your $3 a month at work

40% UAW Retired Workers
Program
35% our Local Retirees Chapter

25% Regional Retired Workers
Fund

Retiree programs run only on voluntary dues. Pay
$3 a month through your pension check, or $36 a
year to Financial Secretary Ron DeWeese.

507,131

retirees in the program
241,057

paying dues today

Moved? New phone or email?

Telling the plant keeps your pension coming,
but it does not tell the Local. Please update

us too.

Ron at the Hall: 765-459-4119

uaw1166@att.net

Your Retiree Officers

Chairman Bill Friskey Sr.
574-721-4958

Vice Chair Bill Lowe

Financial Secretary Mike Blunk

Recording
Secretary

Joe Cook
765-776-2856
jcookram@yahoo.com

Sergeant at Arms Mike Lamb

We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting! · On Facebook? Join UAW 1166 Retirees

Retirees’ Corner

November 2026 UAW Local 1166 · By Joe Cook



UNION VIEWS  ·  NOVEMBER 2026  | 29





